
CPRE Shropshire Response to Planning Applications for  wind turbines on the 

eastern slopes of the Brown Clee and the Corvedale. 

CPRE campaigns to protect the landscape of Rural England, whilst accepting the 

need to provide energy from sustainable sources.  

The recent Planning Practice Guidance for renewable and low carbon energy, July 
2013 directs local planning authorities to recognise: 
 

 the need for renewable or low carbon energy does not automatically override 
environmental protection. 
 

 Proposals in National Parks and Areas of Outstanding National Beauty and in 
areas close to them where there could be an adverse impact on the protected 
area will need careful consideration. 

 
Both of these two new guidance notes are relevant to all the applications which are 
being put forward on the slopes of the Brown Clee Hill and Wenlock Edge.  Even in 
areas outside the AONB they affect the views and character of the AONB, a 
designation which I know Shropshire Council have always valued and which has 
guided many of their planning policies. It is essential that we retain the character of 
the Clee Hills which are the first point of entry into the Shropshire Hills from the West 
Midlands, a phalanx of turbines on the approach to our hills would be a landscape 
disaster which could deter visitors both from the nearby conurbations of the West 
Midlands and from further afield. 
 
Following the Foot and Mouth outbreak of 2001, it became very apparent that 
Tourism was one of the most important industries in rural Shropshire. More people 
were employed in tourism than in agriculture. This tourism depends on the attraction 
and amenities of our countryside. The Clee Hills are not only beautiful, they are also 
rich in cultural association, heritage and archaeology from the Iron Age Fort of Nordy 
Bank to the many historic houses and gardens which are open to the public. In short 
I do think that in this case the need for protection of this environment overrides the 
need for renewable energy. It would also have an adverse impact on the AONB. 
Therefore the CPRE maintains it would be contrary to the new Planning Guidance. 
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